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Mike Roselt is an
enthusiastic volunteer
for an unusual welfare
program, Angel Flight.
He didn't need much
encouragement to tell
us about it.

The day was fine (| could not

say dawned fine &s | wasn’t

awake to see it) for my ninth
angel flight. This was a relief

as my licence is day VFR. | was
scheduled to fly 2 patient from
Toowoomba to Cunnamulla in
South West Queensland after

he'd received treatment for
cancer at the Toowoomba base
haspital. The 42 year old chap
had already driven to and from
Toowaomba for tests and initial
tieatment several times.. Being

a 1330 km round trip by road

this was becoming toe difficult
and uncomfortable for him
especwlly foltuwmg chemotherapy
treatment on afmrtn:ghtiy basus

It also meant he was

his family for e;@{@ { periods,
ted assistance

His Doctor req
from Angel fhgﬁtﬁ;@ftgm then
flights were: arranged on a regular
basis. This waf‘ﬁwn&sh angel
flight.

Like most flights this one had
started abmit a week eatlier when
;Ize rmssion wv«zs posted on the

l Eweb mté."'ﬂ'le flights
i’)}n

ul{a were also

waited for the Angel Flight staff
in Brishane to review and altocate
the flight. This is managed mainly
on the basis of which pilot of
those who applied is best located
for the flight. When advised by
Angel Flight that | was allocated
this mission | proceeded to get
everything ready for the flight in
advance including doing the chart
work, paperwork and GPS route
set ups. | also spent time going
over my Glasair VH-FLO {you know
what it's like).

Tiger (red cap) with earth vnge! Graham
and pilot Shaur (in middle] - & ange! flights
for Tiger from Contamundra NSW te Sydney

So on the day | was as ready

as [ could be, 1 just needed to
download the weather and submit
flight plans before departing

for Toowoomba. An objective

in conducting these flights is

to transport the patient with
minimum fuss, hence the need

to ensure the 6 p's are in place.

| reckon most pilots will know
them welll Prior planning helps
prevents p..s poor performancel
A great aspect of the ange! flight
pilot community is that on most
occasions if a VFR pilot has to
cancel due to weather then an
IFR pilot will step up to the mark.
We try to make that decision at
the latest on the day prior to the
scheduled flight.

Narelle- todate, 36 dngel flights. from
Partlans V{t‘:;n Mﬁw

Being base nétand@erpe on

was 30 mmumﬁy!r&g time from
Toowoomba where the flight

. sr\:;m;w 3epartufe “ﬁ@;g_éﬁ@[;ge[
- volunteers do a fabulous job

was scheduled to leave at 2 pm ;;
on 6 August 2009, ltwasan
ma\rgntzuLmn L fi i
with time to admire the scenery
of the Darling Downs (despite
the drought) and the Creat
Dividing Range to the va«ast%?gfﬁ
arrival | topped up the fue! tanks
checked fuel usage and oil ayd‘ .
waited for the earth angel and
patient to arrive. | had spoken te
both the patient and the earth

angel lady over the precedmg .

and are an integral part of the
Angel Flight service: They pick
up patients from their homes or
hospitals and transport tbe‘.mg to.
the airfields. They also orgariise
a lot of events in support of &

omba: M;

. ing to g'réét
him atthe dll'Tl&ld.*ThB boysso.
mueh wani:ed, Dad to take them
) e and thats

charity. On this particular mission i fon !
the earth angel in Tcmomhai?’i;i” {:fé‘iﬁ gﬁ%%e%i al:ieugg ;\:’3 :

Had arranged for the local AR
radio/station to interview

hree

the profile of Angel Filgh ;

-eommunity. Great stuff and. as I"Je
experienced on othier flights the

patients are always amazing with
how positive they are with their
lot in life.

i fighis from Norabo NSW o
Svdnzy. Sactiy Tinothy has since passed away.

We departed Toowoomba on

time and having got a clearance
through Oakey airspace tracked
248 degrees for St George in the
south west of Queensland then for

Cunnamulla further west on 259

degrees. | had planned the flight
as an IFR flight {| follow roads}
tracking the Moonie Highway
then the Balonne Highway. Good
weather all the way and we had
a great chat once established

in cruise at 8500 ft. We landed

so if he had driven home. Orice

left | remembered
iy sartime (yest) and:

ev@l)t&&
tocan
nta tedthe local council chap

conts
to arrange fuel. That all done [ put

FLO to bed for the night as it was
too late Lo n‘»the return flight.
The closest ajrpurtmas St George
around a one hour flight east
‘which would be pushing last light
and it gets -pletty black cut west.

&aplo with Bl Bestos, Angel Hight r e
il Choinan

Mext morning instead of flying
e 1 Stanthorpe | planned
ol ma@h&:gleid to do my
e HAM. So | flew direct St

€ pokge, Ahen ﬁn?quck and then

inta Archerfield arriving in plenty
of time for a spell before starting
the check flight. That completed it
was time to head for home and a
good night's sleep following a very
rewarding couple of days flying,
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This was my minth angel ﬂighr
Qther flights have taken me to’
places such as Theodore, Y()W_dh.
Lulo, Kingaroy, Inverell and Swat.
Round trips have varied from 985
nm 10 290 nm \Mth_ﬂk average
being 630 nm. The small outback
rowm are par
rfd many of the
that the | mcommg ﬂlght isan
aﬂge] ﬂught and you are. made

vaery welcome.&! find that doing

a$ngcl ﬂ;g?&is is one ol the most

rewa(dmg ways to ﬂyganc from
other pllots repom an the Angel

i

thht%web site ttf»wougd seem that

i
th Is @ very common c)"(peﬁence

@w@we“§os i

Just@ few facts a bout Angel

S k
Eltgtzgﬂ_@é ,ﬁ::@zg”
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»=o Anocl Flththb founded In
Ausrraha in April 2003

AFliglits zlrnggr nov-emergency
~ patients who need medical
trealment at major centres
1er forms of transport
«¢ physically or emotionally
taxing or are unaffordable by
the@atieﬂts iy

waﬁza

No medical faolmes or pnot
assistance are expected during
the flights
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Fights may be long or short
depending on the particular
mission

-

To date over BBOO (lights have
heen conducied benefiting over
1800 rural patients

=

Qver 2000 health professionals
are registered to refer their
patients to Angel Flight

°

There are over 2200 pilﬁts and

@

Angef Flight is now 6ig
120 to 150 fiights acros:
Australia every month

The flights are at no cost 10 the
patients

=

Angel Flight receives no
funding from governments but
depends on the generosity of
the community for the funds
required to do this great work
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appreciative on the' actuax coordmahon and
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» ltis an exceptlonal charityin
that Angel Flight does not have
a fund raising department and B8
spends only 15% of funds on
administrative overheads such
- as 'ent and telephones. Eighty
five percent ¢ of revenue is spent
delivery oflthe service. When
st started helpmg out we
were subS{dlsed to 50% “of our
&‘fuel but Lhc_good news is now
funds allow for a 100% su:)sndy
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* Angel ﬂlghts hc!p provnde W“”W
people in rural Australia W|th
the same opportunity as’ ??iiéiﬁa
city folk to receive medical -

treatment in major hospitals

. which is what its all about
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om the President of the Strfers Pa
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further information, The web site
will also let you get acquainted
with Angel Flight, pilots, earth
angels and some of the many
stories of the flights,

pilats: areweeded across the d
state and 1o cov Ilgz_slydney
area.‘Anyonc_..vhens Interested

to participate in the capacity of
pilot, health professional ot earth
argel can visit the web site www,
arxgelﬂvgnr org.au and follow

the links to their area of interest.
There are on fine forms for
registration for each category. If
this type of charity work appeals
to you in any capacity please take
up the challenge and contact
Angel Flight. You can contact
Terry McGowan Operations
Manager on 07 36208300 for

« From a pilots perspective to
participate we ate required to
have a minimum of 250 pilot in
command hours and naturally

_ acurrent medical and pilots
licence. Our aircraft are also
required to have a minimurm $2
M liability insurance coverage
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which is fairly standard anyway.
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Despite the numbers of registered
pitots and earth angels more are
needed as the number of flights
coritinues to increase. This is
especially 5o in NSW where more
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Happy flying,

JV( ke, .

Angel Fl/ght would make a good

WW i ; "
0. g&aggéuygdralser at your
next Chapterfevent

s

THE BEST PERFORMANCE PER DOLLAR

AemVse * AaroCarb
Eg,éna Kit « Accessories
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Find Out Mare: www. SonexAlrcraft com

el (US.): 920.231.8297
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