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Dani a winning deb

AWARD WINNING DEB . . . local Dani Mitchell took out
the Angel Flight debutante of the year and most popular

awards at the event in Townsville.

By SIMON CRASE

A CHARTERS Towers angel
has flown in toTownsville and
returned to town with two
awards.

Dani Mitchell was crowned
Angel Flight debutante of the
year and most popular
debutante at the event at
Riverway Arts Complex.

‘‘I was shocked, but very
happy at winning, as I’ve
never gone in anything like
this before,’’ Dani said.

‘‘It was for a good cause and
I’d definitely encourage other
girls to go in the Angel Flight
deb of the year next year.

‘‘It gaveme a chance towear
the dress again, and it was a
good experience.’’

Dani said her family be-
lieved in the Angel Flight
cause was a worthy one and
supported it, and she raised a
fantastic $1300 on the Satur-
day of the competition simply
walking the streets in the
Towers.

The dress Dani wore was
originally bought for the
Catholic deb ball earlier in the

year from theFashionGallery
in Townsville.

Angel Flight co-ordinator
Gwen Barr was thrilled with
the representation fromChar-
ters Towers, which included
competitors in the bride of the
year and other debutantes in-
cluding Sarah Smith and
Kendyll Currin.

‘‘All the girls looked lovely,
the brides were gorgeous, and
I was very happy with the
ChartersTowers entrants and
the money raised for the
event,’’ Mrs Barr said.

In 2010, Angel Flight will be
holding its own debutante ball
in Townsville and Mrs Barr
hopes a contingent of Towers
lasses enters the event.

A young models and face of
the future competition will be
re-introduced next year as
well.

‘‘Many years ago a five-year-
old by the name of Rachael
Finchwas oneof thewinners,’’
Mrs Barr said.

‘‘I’m looking forward to it, as
it’s a new challenge for me,
and businesses are already
willing to get behind it.’’

Ravenswood’s clean up day

CLEAN UP DAY . . . parents Mandy Ruskin and Tracey Josselyn with students Kasia Kennedy, Jorgia Ruskin and
Charlie Ruskin clean up part of McCrossan Street in Ravenswood. The group were part of the Clean Up Australia

effort organiser by Ravenswood State School.

Trip to shop costs driver big dollars
By TRUDY BROWN

ATRIPtoget cigarettes forhis fatherhas

landedaChartersTowersman incourt.

AnthonyDouglasJohnBudby, 28,was

pulledoverdrivingaredHolden

Commodore sedanonNovember20 this

yearandplacedonfourcharges.

Heappeared in theChartersTowers

MagistratesCourt lastweekwherehe

pleadedguilty todrivinganuninsured

vehicle, drivingwithouta licence,using

falsenumberplatesanddrivingan

unregisteredvehicle.

PoliceprosecutorSergeantDave

Blundell saidpolicepulledoverBudby fora

randombreath testat 7.05pmthatnight.

He told themhedidnothavea licenceand

hadneverheldone.

Checks showedthevehiclehadno

registration label andthat thenumber

platesonthevehiclebelonged toawhite

HoldenBarinaandhadbeencancelled in

2008.

SgtBlundell saidBudby toldpolicehedid
notownthevehiclealthoughheknewthat
itwasunregistered.

DefencesolicitorPeterCoombesaid
Budby’s fatherhadpurchased thevehicle
twoweeksbefore theoffencewas
committed.

‘‘Onthisoccasionhis fatherwasdrunk
andasked (Budby) togodownto theshops
andget somecigarettes forhim,’’Mr
Coombesaid.

‘‘Hemadea foolishdecision –under some
pressureobviously.’’

MrCoombesaidBudbywasgoing to try
togeta licence in thenear future.

MagistrateLaurieVerra toldBudby ifhe
wanted todriveheneeded togethis licence.

‘‘There’s a lotofbetter thingsyoucando
withyourmoney thanpay fines,’’ he told
Budby.

Budbywasconvictedandfined$446 for
drivingwithouta licence, $240 fordrivingan
unregisteredvehicle, $400 fordrivingan
uninsuredvehicleand$240 forusing
numberplates thatbelonged toanother
vehicle.

Smacking
By PROFESSOR MATT SANDERS

THE majority of parents smack their children at
least occasionally.

But research tells us that the more you smack
your child the more likely your child will develop
further behaviour problems.

Smacking may serve as a model of aggression
theverybehaviourwewantour children tobeable
to control.

While an occasional single smack is not likely to
turn your child into an aggressive adult it is
ultimately a negative approach to dealing with
misbehaviour.

So how do we deal with misbehaviour?

Parents will usually first experience dis-
obedience when their child becomes a toddler.

Toddlers aremobile and just beginning to learn
independence and assertiveness.

Theymay start to resist you.Whenyou say ‘‘No’’
it can be like a dare to them.

It’s important to deal with this disobedience
firmly and decisively. However misusing or
overusing smacking to deal with disobedience is
unhelpful and can cause harm.

Look for practical and effective alternatives.
With young children, when you see problem be-

haviour occurring, stop what you are doing and
move to within an arms length of your child and
bend down to their eye level.

Gain their attention by using their name, hold
their hands firmly and say ‘‘No’’ in a firm calm
voice while frowning and shaking your head from
side to side.

Make sure you don’t give toomany instructions.
Be clear in what you are saying and ensure that

your childunderstands exactlywhat is required. If
your child is busy watching their favourite tele-
vision show accept that you have a better chance
of calmly and effectively gain their full attention
when the program is over.

With older children you should tell your child
specifically what youwant them to stop doing and
what they should do instead.

Be consistentwith how you deal withmisbehav-
iour and choose a logical consequence if your child
does not do as you ask.

Where possible remove the activity or toy that is
at the centre of the problem and explain why you
are doing this:‘‘Frank, you have not done as I
asked. TV is off for 10 minutes’’.

Above all, don’t forget to praise and reward your
children when they behave well.
❏ ProfessorMattSanders is a clinical psychologist
at the University of Queensland and founder of
the Triple P Positive Parenting Program.
If parents and carers are interested inmore infor-
mation about the Positive Parenting Program
contact JulianneBoddenberg, program facilitator
at Community Health, Charters Towers Hospital,
phone 4787 0361.

Big driving fine
By TRUDY BROWN

A TOWNSV I LLE
woman found driving
an uninsured and
unregistered vehicle
while unlicensed has
been fined nearly $900.

Kerry Leanne Stibbs,
26, of Condon pleaded
guilty to the three
charges before Magis-
trate Laurie Verra in
the Charters Towers
Magistrates Court last
Monday.

Police pulled Stibbs
over for another reason
in Mosman Street at
5.45pm on November 20
while driving a blue
Ford hatchback and
upon checking dis-
covered the vehicle was
unregistered and there-
fore uninsured.

Stibbs told police she
had re-registered the
vehicle, but was not
sure that it had actually
been re-registered.

F u r t h e r c h e c k s
showed Stibbs’ licence
had expired 14 days
earlier. She told police
she thought she had
until December to re-
new her licence.

Asked about the of-
fences, Stibbs told the
court it was an over-
sight on her part.

F o r d r i v i n g un -
licensedStibbswas con-
victed and fined $153.

For driving an unreg-
istered car she was
fined $240 and for driv-
ing an uninsured ve-
hicle $400.


