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NEWS

HARRY’S VIEW . . .

55 years ago
May 7, 1954

AYR’S first commercial three-storied building

is due to be built soon for the Commonwealth

Bank of Australia, in Queen Street.

❏ ❏ ❏

AFAST railway goods service fromBrisbane to

north Queensland may be introduced in July,

according to Mr Duggan, Minister for Trans-

port.

It is hoped that by then, sufficient diesel-

electric locomotives will be available for such a

service to come into operationwith thenewtime

timetable.

❏ ❏ ❏

PROWLERS — one or more — are causing dis-

turbances at the Ayr District Hospital and

nurses and their parents are complaining at the

lack of action, they maintain, the officials con-

cerned are taking.

❏ ❏ ❏

BRANDON will have a bowling club and green,

if plans put into motion at a public meeting

there last night are brought to fruition.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR—
Dear editor

I refer to thearticle titled ‘‘Crossinggets a
green light’’ (The Observer April 23).

What a difference a set of plans that are
based on meeting Australia’s and Queens-
land’s safety and human rights legislation
can make.

The objective throughout this whole pro-
cess has been to improve safety for all ped-
estrians crossing Home Hill’s Central Busi-
nessDistrictEighthAvenue.Nothingmore,
nothing less.

It has been a long process, but by looking
at the latest plans tabled by the Depart-
ment of Main Roads, it appears we are
finally getting there.

I would like to congratulate the Burdekin
community for ensuring that new ped-
estrian infrastructure to be installed in our
region meets the needs of all who live and
visit our community.

SCOTT STIDSTON
Ayr

Deareditor,
Pleaseallowmespace inyournewspaper
to informtheyoungpeopleof theworries
ofbeingamother—themost important
person inour life—because ifwedidn’t
haveone,wewouldn’tbehere,wouldwe?

Amother is considered tobesomeone
who isalways trying to spoil our funand
always trying tomakeusdo thingswe
don’twant todo,butmumis thebest
teacheryouwill everhave.

Evenwhenyouhavedonebadthings
andhave tobepunished insomeway, just
remember,nomatterwhat,mumalways
lovesyou.

Whenyougrowupandhavechildrenof
yourown,youwill find thatyouwillneed
all thatknowledgeyourmotherhas
taughtyou.

So Iaskyou,don’tmumbleand
grumblebutdoall the things sheasksyou
anddo themwell.

Ihave threegrown-upsonsofmyown

andIamproudto say theirmother
taught themwell.

Theycanall takeover thehousehold
chores, evenwashingup.

Theycanalsocooka first classmeal
andwhentheymeet theirmother, they
alwaysgiveherabighug.

Ibelieve this is thanks forall shehas
done for them.

Soyousee, ithasn’t got tobeMother’s
Day togiveyourmotherahug.

Mybig regret inmy life is Ididnotgive
mymotherahugandtellher I lovedher.

Soplease, on thisMother’sDay, give
thebest teacheryouwill everhave, your
mother, thebiggesthugandkissonthe
cheekandsay I loveyouMum.

Don’thaveregrets likemewhichare
alwayswithyou.

HappyMother’sDay.

Great Grandad
George Betteridge

Local givers and receivers (from left) Terry Mulley, Marj Johnson
and John Kapeechkin.

Rods put aside as fishermen
support two worthy causes
AGROUPofkeenfishermen
haveputaside their rods toband
togetherandhelpspread
goodwillwithin theBurdekin
community.

Membersof theClareAmateur
Anglers tookona fewcatering
roles throughout theyear to raise
moneyto support locals inneed.

Asa result, they foundtwo
worthycauses in theSian
Kapeechkin leukaemiaappeal
andAngelFlight.

TerryMulley said thegroup
madeaneasychoice to support
JohnKapeechkin,himselfa
supporterof theirownfishing
club, inhis continuedeffort to
raisemoney for leukaemia.

Theyalsodiscoveredhowthe
workofAngelFlighthashelped
local residents likeMarj
Johnson,whowasrequired to
relocate toBrisbane forover two
yearswhile shewaited fora liver
transplant.

Aftermoving toBrisbane in
January, 2005, sheeventually
receivedher lifesaving
transplant inApril, 2007, butnot
withoutundergoinga longand
emotional journeyawayfromher
familywithno ideawhenher
transplantmightcome.

Althoughmostareawareof
AngelFlight’s role in flying
patients inneedofmedical
treatment, theywereactually

able tohelpMsJohnsonthrough
theemotionaldifficultiesof the
longwaitby flyingher twoyoung
childrentoher.

‘‘AngelFlight flewbothmy
childrendowntoseemetwice so
throughthemandwithhelp
fromfamily, Iwasable to see the
kidsmost schoolholidays,’’Ms
Johnsonsaid.

‘‘Itwas reallygood. Ihadno
idea it [asaservice for families]
existed. I only thought itwas if
you lived inoutlyingareasand if
youneededmedical treatment.

‘‘It’s reallygreatwhat they’ve

done. I reallyappreciate the

service they’vegivenus.The
staffwerevery friendly.

‘‘Theyget excitedwithuswhen
theyknowyou’re seeingyour
kids.Thentheynormallydoa
follow-upcall andseehowit
went. It’s reallypersonal,’’ she
said.

MrMulley said itwasgoodto
knowlocalshadbenefited from
thecharities theysupportedwith
two$250donationsandsaid it
alsoprovided theopportunity to
learnmoreaboutwhat theydo.

Week to recognise
work of volunteers
COMMUNITIEShavebeencalledon touseNational
VolunteerWeek fromMay 11 to 17 to recognise their
volunteers.

Shadow Minister for Community Services and
Housing and Member for Burdekin, Rosemary
Menkens said the week provided an opportunity to
thank thewonderful volunteers for all thework they
had done for our communities.

‘‘Volunteers are essential to our society and many
charities would struggle to survive without them,’’
she said.

‘‘There are 5.4 million volunteers over the age of 18
across the nation and Queensland has one of the
highest volunteer participation rates at 38 per cent.’’

Mrs Menkens said the top reason people volun-
teered their services was to help their community.

‘‘Many of these volunteers, such as those in Meals
on Wheels, are involved in caring for others with
special needs,’’ she said.
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All proceeds from the door will be donated to the Burdekin Chaplaincy Program
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